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STENOSCISMA CONRAD, 1839 (BRACHIOPODA): PROPOSED 
ADDITION TO THE OFFICIAL LIST WITH TEREBRATULA 
SCHLOTHEIMU VON BUCH, [1834], AS TYPE-SPECIES. Z.N.(S.) 1539 

By Herta Schmidt ( Natur-Museum und Forschungs-Institut Senckenberg , 
Frankfurt a. M., Germany) 

The object of the present application is to conserve the generic name 
Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839, in its present usage. The Ruling on this case will 
also have consequences for the validity of the generic names Camerophoria 
King, 1846, and Machaeraria Cooper, 1955. 


Historical Sumy 

2. In 1839, Conrad introduced the nominal genus Stenoscisma referring to 
this genus only one species, “ the common Silurian Bivalve Terebratula schlot- 
heimii von Buch ”, which therefore is the type-species by monotypy. 

3. King, 1946, established the genus Camerophoria , designating as type- 
species Terebratula schlotheimi von Buch. 

4. Hall, 1847, used Conrad’s name, spelling it “ Stenocisma ”. He included 
in the genus the nominal species Atrypa deflecta , A. recurvirostra , A. exigua and 
A. modesta. 

5. Hall, 1862, proposed the generic name Zygospira , with modesta as type- 
species, for the four species mentioned above. 

6. Hall, 1867, stated that Conrad’s designation of T. schlotheimii was 
based on a misidentification and that what Conrad considered as T. schlotheimii 
actually was Rhynchonella formosa Hall, 1857. Hall “ revived ” the name 
Stenocisma [sic] Conrad with Rhynchonella formosa as type-species. 

7. Dali, 1877, in opposition to Hall, argued for Terebratula schlotheimii 
von Buch as type-species of Stenoscisma. Also Oehlert, 1887, cited “ Steno- 
schisma Conrad, em. 1839 ( Stenocisma )” with the type-species T. schlotheimi 
von Buch and, consequently, considered Camerophoria King, 1846, as a junior 
objective synonym of Stenoschisma [sic] Conrad. He mentioned “ Stenocisma 
Hall 1867 (non 1847, nec Conrad, 1839) ” as a synonym of Rhynchonella. 

8. Schuchert, 1897, while interpreting the genus in the sense of Hall, 1867, 
used the spelling “ Stenochisma ”. 

9. During the next decades the interpretation of Hall, 1867, predominated. 
Consequently, the usage of Camerophoria for the genus typified by T. schlot¬ 
heimii exceeded that of Stenoscisma. 

10. The International Rules of Zoological Nomenclature of 1905 did not 
include regulations concerning misidentified type-species. Opinions 65 and 
168 of the International Commission directed that, “ in absence of evidence to 
the contrary, it is to be assumed that the original author of a genus correctly 
identified the species assigned by him thereto . . . but that, where there is 
evidence that either or both of these assumptions is at variance with the facts, 
the case should be submitted with full details to the ICZN ...” 
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11. In the literature of the last twenty years the conception of Stenoscisma 
with T. schlotheimii as type-species and Camerophoria as a junior objective 
synonym has been more and more accepted (for instance H. Schmidt, 1941; 
A. Cooper, 1942; P. E. Cloud, 1944; Branson, 1948; R. C. Moore, 1952; H. 
Muir-Wood, 1956; Rshonsnitskaya, 1956). The family-group name camero- 
phoriinae Waagen, 1883, has been replaced by stenoscismatinae Oehlert, 1887 
(nom. correct., Muir-Wood, 1955 : 91; pro stenoschismatinae Oehlert, 1887 : 
1304, et pro stenoschisminae Oehlert, 1887 : 1365 [laps. cal.]). 

12. It was in harmony with this nearly generally accepted interpretation 
that A. Cooper, 1955, established the genus Machaeraria with formosa Hall as 
its type-species, the species designated by Hall, 1867, as type-species of 
Stenoscisma Conrad. Under the view accepted now , formosa Hall was till then 
without a generic name. 

13. Rshonsnitskaya, 1960, while agreeing with Oehlert and later authors 
in the interpretation of Stenoscisma , cites as a valid name Stenocisma Hall, 1867, 
with the type-species formosa Hall. She consequently mentions Machaeraria 
Cooper, 1955, as a junior objective synonym. 

Discussion 

14. Evidently the specimens determined as Terebratula schlotheimii by 
Conrad are not identical with von Buch’s species. It is open to doubt whether 
Conrad’s determination was an erroneous one or may be considered as a 
conception of 7. schlotheimii in a wider sense. In any case, the conclusions 
concerning nomenclature diverged during many years, while nearly all present 
authors have been using Stenoscisma with Terebratula schlotheimii as type- 
species. Additional confusion was caused by various spellings: Stenoscisma 
Conrad, 1839; Stenocisma Hall, 1847; Stenoschisma Oehlert, 1887; Stenochisma 
Schuchert, 1897. As Hall, Oehlert, and Schuchert explicitly refer to Conrad’s 
genus all these subsequent spellings are unjustified emendations, and, as such, 
they are junior objective synonyms of Stenoscisma Conrad. Therefore it is 
not admissible to recognise Stenocisma Hall, 1867, as a valid generic name, 
independent of Stenoscisma Conrad, as did Rshonsnitskaya, 1960. Neither 
the unjustified emendation of the original name, nor the substitution of a new 
type-species, formosa Hall, can found a new nominal genus (apart from the 
fact that the emendation Stenocisma Hall dates from 1847, and that Stenocisma 
Hall, 1867, if intended as a new generic name, would be its junior homonym). 

Conclusions 

15. Considering the fact that the generic name Stenoscisma is now generally 
used for the genus typified by Terebratula schlotheimii von Buch, and that the 
name, in this sense, has also been accepted by bibliographic indices and text¬ 
books, it seems suitable to conserve this usage. The International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature is therefore asked: 

(1) to place the following generic names on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology: 

(a) Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839 (: 59) (gender : neuter), type-species, by 
monotypy, Terebratula schlotheimii won Buch, [1834]; 
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(b) Machaeraria Cooper, 1955 (: 55) (gender: feminine), type-species, 
by original designation, Rhynchonella formosa Hall, 1857; 

(2) to place the following specific names on the Official List of Specific 

Names in Zoology: 

(a) schlotheimii von Buch, [1834] (: 59), as published in the binomen 

Terebratula schlotheimii (type-species of Stenoscisma Conrad, 
1839); 

(b) formosa Hall, 1857 (: 76), as published in the binomen Rhynchonella 

formosa (type-species of Machaeraria Cooper, 1955); 

(3) to place the family-group name stenoscismatinae (correction of 

stenoschismatinae) Oehlert, 1887 (: 1304) (type-genus Stenoscisma 
Conrad, 1839) on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the following generic names on the Official Index of Rejected 

and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology: 

(a) Stenocisma Hall, 1847 (: 142), an unjustified emendation of 

Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839; 

(b) Stenoschisma Oehlert, 1887 (: 1309), an unjustified emendation of 

Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839; 

(c) Stenochisma Schuchert, 1897 (: 413), an unjustified emendation of 

Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839; 

(d) Camerophoria King, 1846 (: 89-91), a junior objective synonym of 

Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839; 

(e) Camarophoria Herrmannsen, 1846 (: 161), an unjustified emendation 

of Camerophoria King, 1846; 

(5) to place the following family-group names on the Official Index of 

Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in Zoology: 

(a) camerophoriinae Waagen, 1883 (: 435) (type-genus Camerophoria 

King, 1846), rejected before 1961 because the name of the type- 
genus is a junior objective synonym of Stenoscisma Conrad, 1839; 

(b) stenoschismatinae Oehlert, 1887 (: 1304) (type-genus Stenoscisma 

Conrad, 1839), an incorrect original spelling for stenoscismatinae. 
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